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May Gets Away 

Debutantes Debut 

Maybe a Stout Car 

Irving Bromiley 

-—eer < 
By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 

M4* IS AWAY to a flying 
start and there is every rea- 
son to believe the goose still 
hangs high so far as the auto- 
mobile industry is concerned. The 
count for April is now being 
taken and the preliminary survey 
shows that production ran far 
higher than even the optimists 
opined when projecting that 
month’s possibilities. Better still, 
there is every indication that 
May may be even better, which 
wouldn’t be at all surprising, see- 
ing as how many have picked 


that for the peak month of 1934. 
* * *~ 


SO FAR so good, but the con- 
ductor is looking for May to un- 
veil a couple of spurs to increased 
business through the advent of 
new models, something unusual 
Yor this time of the year. Chev- 
rolet is one which already has 
sprung its surprise, which in- 
volves the introduction of the 
Standard series, but the public 
debut is set for this month. Only 
we in the industry are supposed 
to know anything about the 
series. LaFayette busted the story 
of its new Standards late in April. 

There’s an even deeper secret 
along these lines, which involves 
a prominent member of the in- 
dustry, but the column has had 
its lips sealed as regards what 
this is. But it is only for a few 
days, for it’s in the cards for a 
preliminary announcement to 
break this week-end which will 
give an inkling of what’s to come 
within the next fortnight. I’ve 
seen the new car, ridden in it for 
that matter, but you know we 
Paul Prys usually get behind the 
scenes thataway, although we’re 
all good soldiers when we are 
asked to wait for the starting 
gun. So wait for Saturday’ s ADN. 

é * 


I'VE A sneaking suspicion that 
Bill Stout is coming out into the 
open with that new car he has 
been working on for more than a 
year, for among the new incor- 
porations last week was the an- 
nouncement of the formation of 
the Stout Motor Car Co. by Wil- 
liam B. of that name and two of 
his associates. That must mean 
he is getting down to brass tacks. 

Although Stout has gained an 
international fame in aviation, he 
really belongs to the motor car 
end of the business. I was look- 
ing over his shoulder 20 years ago 
when he designed the Imp cycle- 
car, which led to him getting the 
job of designing that famous 
Scripps-Booth roadster, which as 
a style leader set the pace for the 
industry at the time. Byron Foy, 
president of De Soto, confided to 
his field forces two years ago that 
in his kid days his ambition was 
to build a car like that Scripps- 
Booth, so you see it must have 
been classy. 

It’s been an open secret here 
in Detroit for some time that 
Stout has been messing around 


(Continued on Page 2) 
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Production Hits 360-000 
Name Code Control Head 


Elect “Vesper, Control ¢ 
Chairman of 
Committee 





Reserve Seat for Used Car 
Representative in 
Ruling Group 





By W. D. (Eddie) EDENBURN 


St. Louis, Mo., May 1.— 
With only a few states miss- 
ing, the chairmen of the 
state advisory committees 
of the Motor Vehicle Retail- 
ing Trade met here Monday 
to complete formally their 
organization for the code 
and to be commissioned as Fed- 
eral officers under the NRA. A 
few states have not yet completed 
their organization set-ups, while 
two approved states were not 
represented. 

Seating of the commissioners 
and approving territory lines of 
special code states absorbed most 
of the first day’s sessions. The 
most important action was the 
election of the National Control 
Committee to which the powers 
of the National Emergency Com- 
mittee are delegated and which 
under the code is the laison group 
for the dealers in negotiations 
with the NRA. 

The Emergency National Com- 
mittee is composed of all-state 
advisory chairmen, each known 
as a commissioner, and every 
state must have a vice-chairman 


(Continued on Page 4) 


Order New Bids 
In Army’s Plan 


For Motorization 


By WILLIAM ULLMAN 


Washington, May 1.— Entirely 
new policies in connection with 
the purchase of motor equipment 
by the Federal government are in 
process of development in Wash- 
ington as a result of recent de- 
cisions by Comptroller General 
McCarl. They will govern not 
only future purchases but will be 
made retroactive to include the 
readvertisement of bids for 3,000 
motor vehicles to be acquired un- 
der the $10,000,000 Army motor- 
ization program. In forcing a 
new deal with respect to the 
motorization program, the Comp- 
troller General accomplished def- 
inite results where a special Fed- 
eral grand jury investigation and 
congressional scrutiny of the mo- 
tor vehicle purchases brought no 
modification of the original pro- 
gram. 

The new policy enunciated by 





the Comptroller General contem- 


plates a termination of the situa- 
in the two 
(Continued on Page 4) 


Control Chief 





F. W. A. Vesper 


Ford of Canada 
Betters Foreign, 
Domestic Trade 





Windsor, Ont., May 1.—Material 
improvement in domestic and 
overseas business of Ford Motor 
Co. of Canada, Ltd., since Jan. 
1 was reported by Wallace R. 
Campbell, president, to the an- 
nual meeting of stockholders held 
at the company’s home office 
here. 


Unit sales in the first quarter 
of 1934 totaled 12,500 which was 
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April Output Doubles 
Figure for Last Year 


By LOU FOLEY 


Detroit, May 


1.—Production in auto plants for April 


will total, when the final figures are in, around 360,000 
units it was estimated today after a careful check with 
plant officials by Automotive Daily News. 

This is almost twice the number of cars turned out dur- 
ing April 1933, 188,968, and is well over twice the April 
production of 1932 when 155,136 units were manufac- 





Auto Tire Code 
Awaits O.K. of 


Gen. Johnson 





Washington, May 1.—Propose4 
Government price-fixing on auto- 
mobile tires sold at retail would 
be lifted whenever the industrial 
recovery administrator decided 
the emergency had passed, or the 
industry petitioned for restora- 
tion of a free market, according 
to Leon Henderson, chief of the 
NRA research and planning di- 
vision. 

Henderson announced last week 
that an automobile tire retail code 
has been formulated and is only 
awaiting signature of Gen. Hugh 
S. Johnson, NRA administrator, 
to take effect. He declared the 
code provides that the adminis- 
trator may declare an emergency 
exists in the tire industry, for 
which he may fix retail prices. 


Henderson asserted the entire 
range of minimum tire prices was 
not available, but that prices on 
light car tires would range from 


greater than for the first six} $5.20 to $6.70 each, depending on 


months of either 1932 or 1933, Mr. 
Campbell announced. Export ship- 


(Continued on Page 4) 


grade. 
The NRA executive emphasized 


(Continued on Page 2) 





New Car Registrations 
Up 44% in First Quarter 





Detroit, May 1.—With complete 
new passenger car registrations 
now available for March, showing 
a total of 173,287 units for the 
month, the total for the first 
quarter this year climbs to 329,- 
416. This compares with 228,065 
units in the first quarter of 1933 
or an increase of 44.4 per cent. 

March registrations this year 
showed a gain over the combined 
registration during the first two 
months of the current year of 
10.9 per cent. The figures being 
173,287 for March against the 
combined total of 156,129 units 
during January and February 
this year. 

Registrations during March re- 
flected the increased activity on 
the part of factories which were 
rapidly catching up with the 
avalanche of back orders which 


buried sales departments as the 
year opened. As compared with 
the registrations in February, 
March showed a gain of 83.6 per 
cent. The figures were 173,287 in 
March against 94,887 for Febru- 
ary. Compared with March a 
year ago, when registrations to- 
taled only 78,749 units, the month 
just past showed a gain of 121.3 
per cent. 


At the present time there is a 
definite indication that new pas- 
senger car registrations will show 
an appreciable gain in April over 
March and that truck registra- 
tions also will continue the phe- 
nomenal gains they have shown 
since the first of the year. 

During April, however, there is 
no gainsaying the fact that retail 
sales shaded off from their previ- 


(Continued on Page 2) 








tured. It exceeds by some 6,000 
the April production for 1931 
which reached 354,098 units. 

While factory officials are ret- 
icent about publicizing their ex- 
act output at this time, there has 
been no change in the production 
standing of the “big three” with 
Chevrolet still leading the field, 
Ford coming in second and Plym- 
outn turd. 

The general opinion expressed 
by factory men was that May 
will equal if not surpass April 
from a production standpoint. Al- 
though some plants have definite- 
ly reduced their schedules for 
next month, a number of others 
have increased their schedules 
which offsets the decrease. 

Among the makers who have 
increased their May schedules are 
Chrysler, Buick, Cadillac, Olds- 
mobile, Auburn, Hupmobile, Reo, 
and Nash. Some of these makers 
have been late in getting into 
production and are now sailing 
along at the crest of their wave 
while others are making up for 
time lost earlier in the year as 
the indirect effect of labor diffi- 
culties. 


Johnson Orders 
Time Extension 


In Truck Code 


Washington, May 1.—Time pro- 
visions in the code of fair com- 
petition for the trucking indus- 
try were extended in an order 
issued here today by Hugh S. 
Johnson, recovery administrator: 
The order, made necessary by de- 
lay in settlement of the question 
of fees for the registration of 
commercial vehicles subject to 
the code, states: 

“In order to afford sufficient 
time for compliance with the code 
of fair competition for the truck- 
ing industry, and in order to af- 
ford sufficient time for setting 
up the necessary means of regis- 
tration and administration of the 
code, it is hereby ordered that all 
periods specified in said code 
within which compliance shall be 
required, and all periods in which 
elections shall be held. And the 
period within which members of 
the industry shall register and 
report, be hereby extended so 
that the commencement of the 
time with reference thereto shall 
be computed from the date of 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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Keep the Used Car 
Moving 

N ITS most recent bulletin the 
National Automobile Dealers’ 
Assn. calls attention to the neces- 
sity for dealers to keep their used 
car stocks moving. It points out 
the manufacturers are doing 
much to create a desire for new 
cars but that the problem of cre- 
ating a desire for the used car 

falls directly upon the dealer. 


The used car sections of the 
NADA code do much to relieve 
the dealer in the matter of buy- 
ing used cars and they also es- 
tablish a yardsticlr »"hich should 


be a great aid io che dealer in 
placing a selling orics on the 
used cars which i » taken in. 
Wise.y, When i p: vvisions 
were drawn, the authors 


alsu provided a sliding scale of 
deductions from the allowance 
price of each car appraised to be 
used as a fund to cover the cost 
of reconditioning and resale. This 
margin for reconditioning and 
resale which the dealer must de- 
duct from the maximum allow- 
ance price we feel should be the 
dealer’s answer to the problem of 
moving his used car stocks. 


His chief asset in moving his 
used cars quickly would be, ap- 
parently, a clean well conditioned 
stock which would appeal to the 
eye of his prospects and also 
satisfy their notions of mechan- 
ical perfection. It is for this rea- 
son that the dealer should refuse 
to allow a greater amount for 
any car than its actual resale 
value minus the estimated recon- 
ditioning cost. The dealer who 
assumes that he can break even 
by allowing book value for all 
cars and spending his recondi- 
tioning margin on the worst of 
the lot and selling the others as 
is, will soon find his judgment in 
error. 


Every used car buyer is a po- 
tential new car owner. In actual 
operation the dealer should make 
his greatest profit from new car 
sales. A satisfied used car buyer 
is an asset. The average dealer 
has to sell two used cars in order 
to sell one new car. His used car 
lot must break even at the very 
least or the dealer will not get 
his full profit on his new car sale. 
The handling of a prospect’s used 
car is, and likely always will be, 
more in the nature of an extra 
service to the buyer than a profit 
maker for the dealer. It relieves 
the prospect of the worry of find- 
ing a buyer for his old car and 
assures the buyer, under the 


code, that he will get a reason- | 


ably high price for his car. There 
is no reason why the dealer 
should pay for the cost of this 
extra service he gives to his 
buyer. The used car department 


should now stand on its own feet 

It might be well to set up this 
department much in the nature 
of a separate business. 


Be sure 
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that your reconditioning margin 
is used to recondition and resell 
your used cars. Make your used 
cars pay their way for handling, 
reconditioning, advertising and 
so forth. That was the purpose 
in setting up this fund under the 
code and use of this fund for 
that purpose we feel will be well 
worth any dealer’s effort. Don’t 
let your used car department in- 
fringe on the profits you should 
be making from your new car 
and service department. If your 
used car funds are not sufficient 
make the department stand on its 
own legs, you obviously are still 
allowing too much for your used 
cars or your conditioning cost 
and resale methods are haywire 
somewhere. 


Registrations 
Up 44 Per Cent 
Over Last Year 


(Continued from Page 1) 


ous high levels. This decline will 
not be reflected in the April 
registrations. At the present time 
reports indicate that there has 
been a resumption of buying and 
with the coming of real Spring 
weather actual sales during May 
are expected to show a good im- 
provement over even the better 
spots in April. 

Factory production schedules 
for the coming month indicate 
that plant executives have dis- 
counted to a great extent the 
slack periods which developed in 
April and their projections for 
the coming month show that they 
are not in sympathy with the 
opinions that the sales peak has 
already passed. Dealers also 
seem to hold the same opinion as 
a consensus indicates that they 
look to May as the peak selling 
month of the year. 





Sparks 


(Continued from Page 1) 
with something that is the last 
word in streamlining and that 
his hobby is an engine-in-the-rear 
job, so don’t be surprised when 
the story breaks. 





* * 


THE DEATH in New Rochelle, 
N. Y., my old home town, of Irv- 
ing Bromiley, long a leader in 
outdoor advertising, recalls the 
part Mr. Bromiley played in that 
famous United States Tire cam- 
paign of a decade back. All of us 
remember how the big rubber 
company set up huge signboards 
all over the country, which not 
only gave tourists information as 
to mileages but told the historical 
significance of the town or city 
they were approaching. This did 
more to increase interest in mo- 
tor touring than anything that 
had been attempted before or 
since. 


It was this same Bromiley who 
conceived the idea of these signs 
—huge open wooden books with 
the town’s history written there- 
in—and before U. S. gave up the 
campaign, which must have cost 
a mint of money, more than 4,000 
boards had been put up and more 
than 13,000 pieces of historical 
copy had been written. This re- 
search brought out several im- 
portant discoveries of a historical 
nature which were unknown to 
even the residents of the towns 
involved. 


Ba 


Nash Canadian Outlet 


Montreal, May 1—The Nash 
Motors Co. announces a new or- 
ganization as distributors for the 
Province of Quebec. The new 
representatives for Nash will be 
| known as the Nash-LaFayette 
' Automobiles, Ltd. 


Germans Start Plant 


To Make Gas From Coal 

Washington, May 1.—Experi- 
ments conducted by Professor 
Fischer of the Coal Research In- 
stitute of Muehlheim, Germany, 
have now progressed so far that 
a large plant for the liquefaction 
of coal by the Fischer process is 
to be erected in the Ruhr district, 
according to advices to the Com- 
merce Department. 


Preparations for the installa- 
tion of the equipment in the plant 
of the Ruhrchemic A. G. at Sterk- 
rade-Holten are reported under 
way. The new plant will be laid 
out for large scale experiments 
and will be capable of producing 
several thousand tons of gasoline 
annually. Production costs are 
reported to be no higher than 
those of the dye trust process 
which are understood to be ap- 
proximately 0.20 marks per litre. 
The basic material for the Fischer 
process is stated to be hydrogen 
produced from coke, so that the 
process is really based on coal or 
coke and not on a by-product of 
the coal industry. In addition to 
gasoline, lubricating oil also is to 
be produced by this process. 


Invention Data Service 


For Makers Is Started 


Chicago, May 1.—A new service 
for the manufacturer which keeps 
him advised month by month of 
the progress and availability of 
new inventions in his field has 
just been announced by Inven- 
tions Digest, Inc., Chicago. 

Inventions Digest collects de- 
scriptions of recent inventions 
from patent attorneys and reports 
news of these inventions to man- 
ufacturers who subscribe to the 
service. Subsequent negotiations 
for sale or licensing are handled 
direct between the manufacturer 
and the inventor’s attorney. 


Auto Tire Code 
Awaits O.K. of 


Gen. Johnson 
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these will not necessarily be re- 
tail prices. 

“What we are trying to do is to 
establish a ‘floor’ price,” he ex- 
plained. “The ‘floor’ price would 
represent a small mark-up from 
the manufacturer’s invoice figure, 
but not enough to permit the re- 
tailer to get out his labor costs. 
We expect competition to estab- 
lish actual retail prices some- 
where above our minimums. 

“For present sudden death in 
the price war we would substitute 
lingering illness, We don’t think 
the average dealer could live 
charging our minimum prices.” 

Henderson said the proposed 
price-fixing is at direct request 
of tire manufacturers. 


Action Asked 

“The manufacturers came to 
Washington and demanded of the 
President and Gen. Johnson that 
they do something to stop the de- 
structive price war,” he declared. 
“I want that understood, because 
I get tired of hearing this talk of 
Government regimentation. All 
we have done is to give the man- 
ufacturers what they want.” 

The NRA executive said the 
tire industry desires a period in 
which it can clean up discount 
practices and work out distribu- 
tion policies. The present situa- 
tion has been provoked by mass 
sales to big tire distributors, 
principally mail order houses, 
who have been selling below cost 
and driving ordinary tire deal- 
ers out of business. 

The retail tire business is oper- 
ating under a truce negotiated by 
the Government, which took effect 
April 3 and will expire May 13. 


FINAL CUMULATIVE NEW PASSENGER CAR 


These cumulative figures, showing the number of new automobiles registered in each state during the preceding month are published in Automotive Daily News 


immediately upon release twice weekly. 








STATES 
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CHRYSLER GROUP 


Metropolitan New York area which 





De Soto 
Dodge 





FORD GROUP 


are compiled by Sherlock & Arnold. 


GENERAL MOTORS 
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Cadillac 
LaSalle 





Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co. with exception of New Jersey, supplied by New Jersey Motor List Co. and 
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Figures supplied by R. L. Polk, New Jersey Motor List Com., and Sherlock & Arnold. 
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Motor Bus Operators 


May Protest Low Rates 
Washington, May 1.—In an 
administrative order made public 
this week members of the motor 
bus industry are permitted to file 
complaints with the code author- 
ity against companies operating 
interstate buses below the lowest 
reasonable cost, resulting in un- 
fair competition. 


It is ruled in the amendment 
that the code authority for the 
industry shall make a thorough 
investigation of the complaints 
and after arriving at what it con- 
siders a reasonable rate, this rate 
is to be advertised for a period 
of five days and is then to become 
effective, unless otherwise ruled 
by the administration. 


Austria Reduces Quota 

Washington, May 1.—A govern- 
ment decree, effective Apr. 22, re- 
duced the annual quota of auto- 
mobiles which may be imported 
into Austria from 120 (130 during 
1933) to 80 units per country, ac- 
cording to a cablegram received 
in the Department of Commerce 
from the commercial attache at 
Vienna. 


The decree provides for an ad- 
ditional annual quota up to 20 
units per country against com- 
pensatory exports of Austrian 
steel of a sixfold value of the 
imported automobiles. 


Build New Addition 


Dayton, O., May 1.—Contracts 
have been awarded for the erec- 
tion of an addition to the plant of 
the Premier Rubber Mfg. Co., 
it was announced today by John 
Westendorf, general manager. 
The addition will contain 10,000 
square feet of floor space and will 
provide accommodations for a 
plating department and ware- 
house and storage facilities. 
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Goodrich Workers 
Report List of 
Co-op Officers 





Akron, May 1.—Officers and 
committees for the various divi- 
sions of the B. F. Goodrich Co. 
factory employes co-operative 
plan were announced recently, fol- 
lowing organization meetings. 
They are as follows: 

Tire Division: P. M. Montgomery, president; 
Jacob Brookover, vice-president; Mildred Coe, 
secretary; wage committee: E. Dickson, chair- 
man; William Bennett, A. Rootes, 8. M. Bark- 
hurst, B. Allen; welfare committee: E. W. Lee, 
chairman; David Suloff, A. Yoder, Bryce 
Kelley, E. Browne. 

Mechanical Division: 
dent; W. B. Haynes, 
Harrah, secretary; wage committee: G. C. 
Berry, chairman; Emma Evans, Carl Cheek, 
John Thomas, Martin Hershey; welfare com- 
mittee: Ed Jeffers, chairman; John Hahn, 


W. F. Deitrick, presi- 
vice-president; R. E. 


Charles Buck, Barton Laffer, Roma Resseger. 

Engineering and Service: E. O. Lowry, presi- 
dent; W. Davis, vice-president; Catherine Coy, 
secretary; wage committee: W. G. Price, chair- 
man; B. Livingston, G. Bass, T. Jones, J. 
Davison; welfare committee: J. Blue, chairman; 


A. C. Rine, C. Fickeisen, 8S. Christian, George 
Ward. 


Processing Division: R. Hart, president; 
Clarence Griffin, vice-president; W. Squires, 
secretary; wage committee: S. Cline, chairman; 
W. Myers, H. Hylburt; A. Osteen, A. Sumner; 
welfare committee: E. E. Arrington, chairman; 
J. D. Williams, J. J. Sable, E. A. Brucher, 
C. Figenscher. 





Firestone Rubber Chief 


See Tire Price Rise 
Akron O., May 1.— That tire 
prices will increase soon after the 
production restriction agreement 
goes into effect June 1 is the re- 
ported belief of Harvey S. Fire- 
stone, chairman of the Firestone 
Tire & Rubber Co. 

B. F. Goodrich Co. officials 
viewed the restriction act as be- 
ing safeguarded against unduly 
sharp increases in prices of crude 
rubber such as those which sent 
prices above $1.20 per pound in 
1925. 


Code Authority Denies 


Rejection of Measure 
Washington, May 1.—Inaccur- 
ate newspaper reports last week 
led recovery administration of- 
ficials to deny that the proposal 
to allow the trucking code au- 
thority to collect a 90-cent fee 
for the registration and reporting 
of so-called “not for hire” ve- 
hicles has been rejected. 


Early issuance of an adminis- 
trative order, staying registration 
of the “not for hire” vehicles 
pending the outcome of confer- 
ences with the code authorities 
of the codes under which such 
transportation is controlled, but 
allowing the trucking code au- 
thority to proceed with the col- 
lection of a $3 per vehicle assess- 
ment against “for hire” vehicles 
was indicated. 


Sterling Truck Boom 


Milwaukee, Wis., May 1.—Busi- 
ness of Sterling Motor Truck Co. 
here, the last two weeks was 
the largest experienced in any 
equal period since 1930, accord- 
ing to H. C. Keenan, vice-presi- 
dent. The largest order received 
was one for 10 Diesel engine 
heavy duty tractors for Pacific 
Freight lines, Los Angeles. The 
firm now has 42 units made by 
Sterling. 


Made Vice-President 


Philadelphia, May 1.—Herbert 
E. Sunbury, general superintend- 
ent of the Allbestos Corp. has 
been elected vice-president. Sun- 
bury is a graduate of Lowell Tex- 
tile Institute, and for the past 
15 years has been engaged in the 
asbestos industry, occupying vari- 
ous positions with the General 
Asbestos & Rubber Co., the Multi- 
bestos Co., and has been con- 
nected with the Allbestos Corp. 
for the past three years. 


Hudson Co. 
Shipments Set 
4-Year Record 


Detroit, May 1.—Shipments of 
Terraplanes and Hudsons are 
continuing to run far ahead of 
the past three years, with the 
week of Apr. 21 breaking a four- 
year record. According to Ches- 
ter G. Abbott, general sales man- 
ager of the Hudson Motor Car 
Co., it is necessary to go back to 
Feb. 1930 to find a week which 
surpassed the shipments for the 
seven-day period ending Apr. 21. 

“Our shipments are over four 
and a half times as high as a 
year ago at this time,” stated Mr. 
Abbott. “We are now over 5,000 
cars ahead of shipments for all 
of 1933 and indications are good 
for a continuance of excellent 
business right through the year.” 





Distributor Insures 


All His Employes 


Hartford, Conn., May 1.—The 
Capitol Motor Car Co., Inc., local 
distributor for Dodge and Plym- 
outh, has adopted a program of 
group life and group disability in- 
surance for the benefit of its em- 
ployes. Louis Morganstern, presi- 
dent of the company has made 
possible insurance protection at 
a low cost, inasmuch as the com- 
pany is contributing toward the 
payment of the premiums. 

Underwritten by The Travelers, 
the program includes 52 members 
of the organization who are in- 
sured for a total of $55,000 of 
life insurance. In addition to this 
protection, the disability insur- 
ance provides weekly indemnity 
as a result of accidents and sick- 
ness. 


REGISTRATIONS BY STATES MARCH 1934-33 


The complete cumulative figures will appear every Saturday, until all 48 states or completed United States totals for the month have been printed. 
With the addition of the states shown today, the March compilation is complete, Complete figures for the month will be shown at an early date. 
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Studebaker Hits 
New High For 
Export Sales 


South Bend, May 1.—With ship- 
ments made from the factory Apr. 
25, exports sales of Studebaker 
passenger cars and trucks for the 
year to date exceeded the total 
for the entire year of 1932, it 
was announced by Arvid L 
Frank, vice-president and general 
manager of the Studebaker 
Pierce-Arrow Export Corp. 

Studebaker’s export business to 
May 1 will represent 70 per cent 
of the total for 1933, it was said. 

“A sharp upturn in our busi- 
ness followed the introduction of 
the new Studebakers last Octo- 
ber,” Frank pointed out, “with 
the result that we had the largest 
fourth quarter since 1929. This 
trend has continued, with further 
improvement month by month. 
The first quarter of 1934 was the 
largest first quarter period in five 
years, with March setting a 56- 
month record. April orders sub- 
stantially exceeded March and are 
the largest for any month in five 





years. 
“The best indication of how 
much our business has im- 


proved is the fact that since the 
announcement of new models it 
has been necessary for us to go 
back to the pre-depression days 
of 1929 for our comparisons of 
monthly volume.” 


Truck Code Hearing 
Scheduled for May 10 


Washington, May 1.—Hearings 
on the proposed code of fair com- 
petition for the gas powered in- 
dustrial truck industry, a pro- 
posed subdivision of the ma- 
chinery and allied products in- 
dustry’s code, will be held May 
10, it has been announced by the 
National Recovery Administra- 
tion. 


r™.. sa 
aac CoOGe, 


sponsored by the Gas 
Powered Industrial Truck Assn. 
would follow the basic code as 
far as the wage, hour and labor 
provisions are concerned, and 
provides for the executive com- 
mittee of the association to act 
as temporary code authority for 
60 days after the effective date, 
during which period a permanent 
code authority would be chosen 
consisting of five members. A 
uniform cost accounting system 
would be set up, which the indus- 
try would be required to follow, 
open price lists would be filed and 
selling below cost would be pro- 
hibited. 

The industry’s withdrawal from 
the basic code upon 30 days’ 
notice would be permitted after 
a two-thirds vote by the entire 
industry had approved the action. 


Freight Association 


Elects New Officers 
Chicago, May 1.—Officers of 
the General Motor Freight Assn., 
elected at a meeting held here, 
are just announced. This or- 
ganization is said to embrace 
more than 1,000 motor truck 
owners in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Wisconsin and Michigan, and has 
a board of 25 directors. Chosen 
as chairman of the board was 
Chester G. Moore, executive head 
of the Illinois Highway Users’ 
Conference. 

Elvin Watson, Galesburg, IIL, 
was elected president; H. A. 
Baker, Chicago Heights, Ill, and 
Carl H. Ozee, Mattoon, Ill., vice- 
presidents; B. E. Johnson, Grand 
Rapids, Mich, secretary, and 
Ralph S. Bucklin, Chicago, treas- 
urer. 


Fruehauf Addition 
Detroit, May 1.—Harvey C. 
Fruehauf, president of Fruehauf 
Trailer Co., Detroit, announces 
construction is going rapidly 
ahead on a new building which 


has been planned especially for 
the Fruehauf service department. 
The building will house a com- 
plete stock of parts as well as 
all facilities necessary for the 
|rendering of prompt, efficient 
| service to Fruehauf customers, it 


was reported. 
t 
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Ford of Canada 
Betters Foreign, 
Domestic Trade 





(Continued from Page 1) 


ments contributed largely to this 
total, he explained, these being 
greater than in any year since 
1929. 

The aggregate dollar value of 
all sales and other income for the 
quarter amounted to approxi- 
mately $7,000,000, while the total 
disbursement for wages and sal- 
aries in the three months was in 
excess of $1,500,000 to an average 
employment of 4,500 persons, he 
stated. 

As other evidence of improve- 
ment since the first of the year 
Mr. Campbell recalled the re- 
opening of the company branches 
in Saint John, N. B., Regina and 
Calgary, as well as the increase 
in the minimum wage rate of the 
company’s factory employes to 
62%c an hour, or $5.00 for an 8- 


hour day. 
Reporting upon the operation 
of affiliated companies, Mr. 


Campbell said: 

“Operations of affiliated com- 
panies have been considerably in- 
creased since the middle of 1933. 
Their sales in the last six months 
of 1933 were 6,711 units as com- 
pared with 2,615 in the first six 
months.” 

Mr. Campbell disclosed that of 
the $6,205,503 of capital invested 
in the various overseas territor- 
ies, $5,820,000 was in Australia, 
$238,999 in South Africa, $90,386 
in India and $56,118 in Malaya. 
Upon this total of capital invested 
the affiliated companies have paid 
to date dividends averaging ap- 
proximately five per cent yearly.” 


Hupp Quarterly Showing 
Hurt by Strike Trouble 


Detroit, May 1.— Unfavorable 
showing by Hupp Motor Car 
Corp. in first quarter can be 
traced directly to the tool and 
die strike last fall which so de- 
layed new model production that 
the company was unable to par- 
ticipate to any extent in the busi- 
ness available during that period. 
Inability to obtain bodies held 
production in the first quarter to 
under 900 cars. 

Hupp recently reopened its 
Cleveland body plant and will 
manufacture all of the bodies for 
the “airflow” line and one body 
type of the smaller car in that 
plant. Production has now been 
brought to the point where it can 
be stepped up more rapidly. The 
new bodies have been coming 
through at the rate of 20 to 30 
a day and within the next week 
or two should be up to 50 a day. 


Krohn Elected 

Utica, N. Y., May 1—I. M. 
Krohn, of this city, has been 
elected president of the New 
York State Automotive Jobbers’ 
Assn. Krohn, president of the 
Genesee Auto Supply Co., Inc., 
was named to that office at a 
recent meeting in Syracuse, N. Y. 
Edward Rose, Binghamton, is sec- 
retary, and Harold Weisberg, of 
Rochester, treasurer. 


Pittsburgh, Philadelphia 
Sales Rise Sharply 
Harrisburg, Pa. May 1.—The 
following are the total new car 
sales for passenger cars for Phil- 
adelphia and Pittsburgh for 
March, 1933 and 1934, as reported 
by the Pennsylvania Motor List 
0: 


1934 1933 
Pittsburgh 1,373 735 
Philadelphia 2,012 1,430 


Prest-O-Lite Sales Up 


Indianapolis, Ind., May 1.—More 
replacement batteries have been 
sold so far this year by the 
Prest-O-Lite Battery Co., of this 
city, than were sold during the 
entire first six months of 1933, 
it was said here today by com- 
pany officials. 1934 sales to date 
exceed the totals for the same 
period during any of the last six 
years, they added. 
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Johnson Orders 


Time Extension 
In Truck Code 


(Continued from Page 1) 


April 29, 1934, rather than the 
effective date of the code.” 

Questions of representation of 
labor, of discharge and discrim- 
ination in the automobile parts 
and equipment manufacturing in- 
dustry will be settled by a special 
board of three members under an 
order just issued by Gen. John- 
son. The new board, limited in 
scope to the parts and equipment 
industry, parallels in its set-up 
the national automobile labor 
board already functioning in 
Detroit. 





Kerby Named Manager 


Of GM Toronto Zone 
Montreal, May 1. — Roy D. 
Kerby, formerly president of 
Dominion Motors, Ltd., has been 
appointed man- 
ager of the To- 
ronto zone for 
General Motors 
Products of 
Canada, Ltd. 
Mr. Kerby 
joined the Gen- 
eral Motors or- 





ganization last 

P December as as- 

a sistant general 

J ¢ sales manager. 

R. D. Kerb Mr. Kerby will 

Y be located at 

the General Motors building, 

Church and Richmond streets, 

Toronto. 

Ford-Powered Rolls’ 


To Be Completed June 1 

East Springfield, Mass., May 1.— 
A dozen of the new medium- 
priced Rolls-Royce cars using the 
Ford V-8 engine on a special 
chassis and Brewster bodies, will 
be completed by June 1, accord- 
ing to Henry S. Keyes, treasurer 
of the Rolls-Royce of America, 
Inc., which has its plant here. 

The plant has been increasing 
its force of workers gradually 
and now has orders on hand for 
more chassis for the new car 
than are _ available. Capacity 
production of 10 to 15 cars a 
week is indicated if orders con- 
tinue to come in at the present 
rate. Three body styles are being 
offered in the new model, in- 
cluding a four-passenger sport 
convertible and a coupelet at 
$3,500, f. o. b. Springfield. 


Ford Expands Abroad 


Montreal, May 1. — Expansion 
of manufacturing facilities of the 
Ford Mfg. Co., Ltd., at Geelong, 
Australia, and the Ford Motor 
Co. of South Africa, Ltd., at Port 
Elizabeth, South Africa, has been 
authorized, it was announced by 
Wallace R. Campbell, president of 
the Ford Motor Co. of Canada, 
Ltd. Total expenditures in the 
construction of buildings at Gee- 
long and Port Elizabeth will ap- 
proximate $200,000 Mr. Campbell 
said. 


Four-Wheel Drive Co. 
Offers Truck Data Book 


Detroit, May 1.—Shipments of 
Four-Wheel Drive Auto Co. has 
recently issued and offers to fleet 
owners and dealers the 1934 edi- 
tion of their booklet entitled 
“Truck and Trailer Size and 
Weight Restrictions.” 

This hand book gives the laws 
for each state governing the size 
and weight restrictions for both 
trucks and trailers. A letter to 
Automotive Daily News will bring 
a copy to you. 


Ford Has New Trunk 


Detroit, May 1.—A new acces- 
sory brought out by the Ford 
Motor Co. for all 1933 and 1934 
Ford V-8 automobiles is a metal 
luggage trunk complete with 
rack, spare wheel and bumper 
extension, it was said today, by 
Ford officials. The luggage car- 
rier will be furnished in colors 
to match the color of the 1934 
V-8. 





Last Minute Wall Street Wires 
From C. J. ALEXANDER 


Wall Street Correspondent, Automotive Daily News 


New York, May 1, 3:10 P.M.—Motor shares were somewhat 
irregular on the New York stock exchange today with 
plus and minus signs being well mixed at the close. Gen- 
eral Motors was unchanged from yesterday and Chrysler 
dropped only an eighth. The turnover in motors was not 
heavy. 





Vesper Elected Chairman 


Of Code Control Group 


(Continued from Page 1) 


accredited to the NRA. A third 
committee of this group known as 
the administrative will be ap- 
pointed today. This will consist 
of 14 state chairmen allocated 
geographically with due regard to 
lines they represent. 

Fred W. A. Vesper, St. Louis, 
Missouri’s chairman and presi- 
dent of the National Automobile 
Dealers Assn., was elected chair- 
man of the control committee. 
Aaron DeRoy, Detroit, Michigan 
chairman and president of the 


Michigan Automotive Trade Assn., 


and Herman E. Wangelin, Belle- 
ville, the Illinois chairman and 
president of his state’s dealer 
body were also elected by the 


E. N. C. Thomas Wilson, Balti- 
more, a former dealer, was ap- 
pointed by the NRA to represent 
the government on the commit- 
tee as a non-voting member. 

A used car dealer is to be 
elected when that group com- 
pletes its organization. In the 
meantime the N. C. C. will invite 
a used car dealer to sit with it for 
consultation on all problems 
affecting his group. The E. N. C. 
expects to conclude its delibera- 
tions Tuesday but the N. C, C. 
will probably sit both Wédnesday 
and Thursday. Chairman Vesper 
presented the commissions to the 
state chairmen at a dinner at the 
Jefferson Hotel Monday night. 





2,750 Chevrolet Men 


Busy at Tarrytown Plant 


Yonkers, N. Y., May 1.—West- 
chester county manufacturers in 
the automotive field are enjoying 
large increases in business volume 
as a result of the sales spurt 
throughout the industry. Gains 
in both employment and payrolls 
are general and have been contri- 
buting largely to improvement of 
all lines of business in the county, 
it is reported. 

The Chevrolet assembly plant in 
Tarrytown reports 2,750 men at 
work as compared with 1,050 a 
year ago. The Tarrytown fac- 
tory of Fisher Body Corp. is em- 
ploying 2,755 as against 1,461 last 
year, and other Tarrytown indus- 
tries affiliated with General Mo- 
tors have 300 employes in con- 
trast with 150 in 1933. 


Chevrolet to Sponsor 


Derby Broadcast May 5 


Detroit, May 1.—Chevrolet Mo- 
tor Co. is to sponsor the tenth 
annual broadcast of the famous 
Kentucky Derby, Saturday, May 
5, according to an announcement 
made by C. P. Fisken, advertis- 
ing manager of the company. 

Quin Ryan, celebrated Chicago 
Tribune feature writer and com- 
mentator, and his corps of assist- 
ants will be on hand to report 
the race. As in former years, 
WGN will present an independent 
broadcast. Mr. Ryan will take the 
air at 5 p. m., E. S. T., to present 
the race before the Kentucky 
Derby stake event. After the 
fourth race and up until the 
horses go to the post for the 
Derby event, Ryan will present 
experts in the racing field and 
also give a complete description 
of the colorful scene at the track. 





Chevrolet Announces 


Service Appointments 


Detroit, May 1.—Chevrolet Mo- 
tor Co. has appointed R. W. De- 
Blois manager of warehouse op- 
erations in the western half of 
the United States, and Don L. 
James manager of customer re- 
lations and service promotion in 
the same territory. Both offices 
are part of the central service or- 
ganization at Detroit. 

Mr. DeBlois was previously at 
Oakland, Cal., in the capacity of 
material supervisor in the major 
supply depot, and Mr. James was 
formerly at Dallas as parts and 
service manager for the south- 
western region. 


Reo April Shipments 


Triple Those of 1933 


Lansing, Mich., May 1.— Total 
Reo shipments for April, accord- 
ing to Elijah G. Poxson, general 
sales manager of the Reo Motor 
Car Co., were more than three 
times those of April, 1933, and 
almost 50 per cent above March, 
1934. Total shipments for the 
first four months of this year 
were two and a quarter times 
those of the same period a year 
ago, and equal to the total volume 
of shipments up to Aug. 5, last 
year. 

Orders are being received at an 
even faster rate than shipments 
can be made, according to 
Poxson. Total orders received 
during the first four months of 
this year were almost three and 
one-half times the total for the 
same period a year ago, and equal 
to the total received from Jan. 1 
through Oct. 4, last year. 


Gen. Johnson Approves 
Chain Code Exemption 


Washington, May. 1. — Gen. 
Hugh S. Johnson, national re- 
covery administrator, yesterday 


announced his approval of an ap- 
plication by the supplementary 
code authority of the chain man- 
ufacturing industry for an exemp- 
tion of the tire chain division 
from the approved code’s prohibi- 
tion against consignment ship- 
ments. 

Included in his order granting 
the relief requested, Gen. John- 
son also gave approval to the pro- 
visions of an attached tire chain 
consignment plan, under which 
all such shipments shall be care- 
fully regulated. The administra- 
tor’s order becomes effective May 
4, and the approval granted will 
continue until Mar. 31, 1935, un- 
less subsequently modified. 


Acklin Promotes 


Toledo, May 1.—F. C. Green- 
hill, sales manager of the Acklin 
Stamping Co., has been promoted 
to vice-president of the company, 
and Alvin E. Seeman, auditor, has 
been named treasurer. The an- 
nouncement was made today by 
W. C. Acklin, secretary. 


Ford, Canada, Dividend 


Windsor, Ont., May 1.—Di- 
rectors of Ford Motor Co. of Can- 
ada, Ltd., today declared a cash 
dividend of 50 cents a share pay- 
able May 28 to stock of record 
May 8. 





Order New Bids 
In Army’s Plan 
For Motorization 
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colorful investigations of motor 
equipment buying here this 
winter. 

It asks the War department to 
eliminate “restrictive provisions 
in the specifications” of motor 
vehicles in order that “full and 
free competition” shall prevail be- 
tween manufacturers bidding on 
government contracts. 

The new policy also strikes at 
what is generally known as high 
pressure salesmanship in that it 
will require the submission by all 
contract bidders of affidavits at- 
testing the fact that the activi- 
ties of lobbyists have not been 
employed. 

That the automobile industry 
should not be called upon to pay 
for administrative mistakes in 
connection with the change of 
policy is stated succinctly as the 
opinion of the Comptroller Gen- 
eral in connection with his sug- 
gestion for the readvertisement 
of two contracts already awarded. 
Pointing out that prices have ad- 
vanced throughout the industry 
since the bids originally were 
called for in January, McCarl de- 
clares there is no justification for 
expecting industry to absorb in- 
creased costs occasioned by the 
delay attendant upon grand jury 
and congressional investigations 
of the motorization program. 

In connection with contracts al- 
ready let, the Comptroller Gen- 
eral said: 

“It was certain of the restrictive 
stipulations appearing in those 
(previous) specifications, especi- 
ally for the smaller type of ve- 
hicles, that supplied the basis for 
recent accusations that by so 
stipulating no public interest was 
served, but rather competition 
was defeated and certain private 
interests were favored.” 


Court Rules Parking Lot 
Responsible for Cars 


Hamilton, Ont., May 1.—“There 
is no doubt in my mind that a 
parking station is responsible for 
cars left in care,” Judge Carpen- 
ter ruled in division court today 
when Norris Waldron sued for 
$79.78 from the Murray Alemite 
Service Station. Plaintiff’s car, 
parked Dec. 23, was stolen from 
the defendant’s property and re- 
covered on Jan. 7 in Toronto in 
a damaged condition. Defense 
counsel contended that a sign 
saying vehicles were left at the 
owner’s risk absolved defendant. 

“These places are thick with 
signs,” the bench replied. “It is 
not the duty of a motorist to 
study every one of them. He 
stores his car and has the right 
to expect its return. Judgment 
for $79.78 was granted. 


Durable Goods Industry 


Reports Growing Market 


Cleveland, May 1.—The dur- 
able goods industries are defin- 
itely indicating a more optimistic 
outlook and entering the market 
for the purchase of new machine 
tool equipment. For the first 
time in several years these im- 
portant industries are beginning 
to replace obsolete equipment. 

This fact is shown by the re- 
port of first quarter sales of the 
Warner & Swasey Co., manu- 
facturers of machine tools and 
precision instruments, Cleveland, 
which was released today by C. 
S. Stilwell, manager of sales. Dur- 
ing the quarter the company sold 
turret lathes to concerns repre- 
senting 30 different industries. 


Heads Branch Sales 


Janesville, Wis., May 1.—L. V. 
Bierk, Chicago, has been named 
sales manager of the Janesville 
zone of the Chevrolet Motor Co. 
Bierk, former assistant zone man- 
ager at Chicago, will succeed M. 
A. McNiff, who has been granted 
a leave of absence because of 
illness. 





